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Maria Vindi, right, prays with her mother and volunteer Forget Gutuza,

The African scourge

PrioToaiapils ARND TEXT 0¥ KusTer AsHnuviRs | CoNTACT PREse [MAGES

EN MILLICH APFRICANS aARE [nfecbed with

HIV. Eighteen million heve slready died from

the vims, One in fooar children n smatheen

Africn s bheen orpbansd. Forty-Ehree mil

liom more Afrbewns will die of ATDE by 2040

From Degember 2004 through the suin

rrier of MG, T puarseed socme of Ehe Endbvicead
shories behind these grim statbstles, In four Afrkenn countries, T
began I Harare, Zimbabwe, an epicenter of the ATDE epl-
demle, where e se phabos were sivel. AL s, 1 was difeull @6
grasp Ehal 359 al tual beaubiful country's population s HIV-
peoaibive; every wealk, 3000 people there dle From ATDS-related
llnesses In neary avery Zimbabwean Domé, Saresns s aok
o dying of AIDS.

The eonntry s overahelmed and langely ineffective health-
cATE syatermn provides almast no access to medical treatment,
no family planning and very Lttle sex education. Indeed, the
slogran of the healthveare program prociaims that “Home Care
15 Better Care.”

The elderly are foreed take care of thelr adult children dy-
ing of HIVIAIDS, and their children's children, on smell gov-
ernment pensions. Ten-year-olds are compelled to join the
workforee, Young girls often fall prey to older HIV-infected
men wha entice them with gifts and finencis] support. & +i-
clous eyele of unemployment, poverty and the spread of the wi-
rus ralls on. Otilia Tasikani, 38, and her son, Nigel, 9, are both

A generation of feetory workers, educators, medical per- HIV-positive.
somngl and politlend leadens hias been lost ta the disease. The
subsistencs farm culture Is being wiped guk, and the eollective
spirik off thee muatdom iy it riske Tt s imopossible to assess the ulb
mugte emotionad and cultural mpact thot HIVATDE s wrealk
Ing on the Slmbkdbaean people

And pet Tames strack by the strength of sa ooy, especinlly
In the counlry's HIV suppart geoups, Desplle thelr own des-
perabe need, volunteers tabe Ueine to cave Gy those dylng of
AIDS They bravely lend assistanss to others, kngadng Uhat,
dlifrately, they will share the game fate, Thelr strength of
characbsr 1s remarkahle

Inthe TLE., peaple olten tel me thal nothilng can e done
to effect change in Simbabwe. They fear that the scope and
compdexity of the ATDE problem there is too great. The readi-
ness [ dizeovered among the Zimbabaean pesple ta tackle the
problemn can't be underestirmated. They could seree as exam-
ples forus all, and with #ven a smai amount of assistance, they
could make great progress Against the spread of HIWATDE,

ERisTes Asibrey iy an aeard-uinning plholofourmaiisd
e work os Deen pabdished dn Che New Yorker, U28, Sews
and World Report gnd Molher Jones meogazine, These pholos - H ct
are froare e erhibifion “Hloedimes, " whioh opens lodag The h{}d}r of a h"}}r who died of AIDS is retrieved froma

World ATDE Drxy, eet 407 Projects in New Vork City, morgue by a family member.




